Selected Scriptures on the Missions Theme in the O.T.
All Scriptures are taken from the New International Version (NIV)
Genesis 1:27-28a – So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it.
Genesis 9:1 – Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number and fill the earth.
Genesis 11:1, 8-9 – Now the whole world had one language and a common speech…
So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. That is
why it was called Babel—because there the Lord confused the language of the whole world. From
there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth.
Genesis 12:1-3 – The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s
household to the land I will show you. “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will
make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
Genesis 26:2-4 – The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land
where I tell you to live. Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and will bless you. For to
you and your descendants I will give all these lands and will confirm the oath I swore to your father
Abraham. I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all
these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed
Genesis 28:13-15 – There above it stood the Lord, and he said: “I am the Lord, the God of your father
Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying.
Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the
east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your
offspring. I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this
land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”
Exodus 19:3-6 – Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said,
“This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel:
‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought
you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my
treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a
holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”
Deuteronomy 4:5-6 – See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the Lord my God commanded me,
so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to take possession of it. Observe them
carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all
these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.”
Deuteronomy 28:9-10 – The Lord will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath,
if you keep the commands of the Lord your God and walk in obedience to him. Then all the peoples
on earth will see that you are called by the name of the Lord, and they will fear you.

Joshua 4:23-24 – For the Lord your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had crossed over.
The Lord your God did to the Jordan what he had done to the Red Sea when he dried it up before us
until we had crossed over. He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of
the Lord is powerful and so that you might always fear the Lord your God.”
1 Samuel 17:45-47 – David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and
javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel,
whom you have defied. This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and
cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the
wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. All those gathered here will
know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give
all of you into our hands.”
1 Kings 10:23-24 – King Solomon was greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the
earth. The whole world sought audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in his heart.
Psalm 67 – May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us—so that your ways
may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations. May the peoples praise you, God; may all
the peoples praise you. May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples with equity
and guide the nations of the earth. May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you.
The land yields its harvest; God, our God, blesses us. May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the
earth will fear him.
Psalm 96:1-3, 7-10 – Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord,
praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the nations, his
marvelous deeds among all peoples... Ascribe to the Lord, all you families of nations, ascribe to
the Lord glory and strength. Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering and come
into his courts. Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth.
Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.” The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; he will
judge the peoples with equity.
Psalm 117 – Praise the Lord, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples. For great is his love toward
us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. Praise the Lord.
Daniel 3:28-29 – Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s
command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their
own God. Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the
God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of
rubble, for no other god can save in this way.”
Isaiah 49:5-6 – And now the Lord says—he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring
Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord and my God
has been my strength—he says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes
of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that
my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”
Malachi 1:11 – My name will be great among the nations, from where the sun rises to where it
sets. In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to me, because my name will be great
among the nations,” says the Lord Almighty.

